Orlando Sentinel 


TRUSTED. BALANCED. LOCAL. 


* FINAL EDITION 


Wednesday, March 21, 2018 


$2.00 


Weather 


8 A.M.: 56° 
2 P.M.: 69° 
5 B.M.: 70° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ FBI AGENTS recount 
their observations on 
Noor Salman’s behavior 
during interrogation 
after the Pulse attack. B1 


® FLORIDA GUN OWN- 
ERS are suing the state 
over its new “bump 
stock” ban, claiming it’s 
unconstitutional. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP drew criticism 
from Sen. John McCain 
for calling Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin to con- 
gratulate him on his 
re-election. The presi- 
dents discussed meeting 
amid tensions over 
election meddling. A3 


@ POLICE RUSHED TO 
the scene of an explo- 
sion at a Goodwill store 
Tuesday night in Austin, 
Texas, but said it was not 
related to previous 
blasts. Earlier Tuesday, a 
package exploded ata 
FedEx shipping center 
near San Antonio. A4 


© HOUSE SPEAKER 
Paul Ryan says he hopes 
the final disputes over a 
government-wide 
spending bill can be 
resolved, giving Con- 
gress time to pass the 
bill and avert another 
federal shutdown. A8 


BUSINESS 

@ FLORIDA IS FIRST in 
the nation for building 
codes, according to a 
new industry report. A12 


© WINN-DIXIE’s parent 
company plans to con- 
vert an Orlando store to 
its Fresco y Mas His- 
panic supermarket. A12 


SPORTS 

© THE JOSH HEUPEL 
era gets underway at 
UCF as spring football 
workouts start. C1 


© THE ORLANDO 
Maerc fail to hold a 
fourth-quarter lead and 
fall 93-86 to the visiting 
Toronto Raptors. Cl 


FEATURES 

@ DASHBOARD CON- 
FESSIONAL brings evoc- 
ative style to Disney 
Springs’ House of Blues 
on Sunday. A2 


TOP STORY 


Tourism triumphs despite Irma 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON 
Staff Writer 


Despite Hurricane Irma — a 
force that pushed thousands to 
evacuate their homes and briefly 
shut down Orlando’s theme 
parks — Florida set a record for 
tourists with an estimated 116.5 


Florida’s 116.5M visitors set record in 2017 


million in 2017, Gov. Rick Scott 
said Tuesday. 

His announcement broke the 
record set for 2016 by more than 
3 percent and is the eighth- 
straight annual increase of visi- 
tors. 


Domestic visitors made up the 
bulk of the total — 102.3 million — 
with 3.5 million Canadian visi- 
tors leading the foreign total as 
10.7 million traveled from over- 
seas to visit the Sunshine State. 

“Because of Visit Florida’s ag- 


gressive marketing efforts to 
make sure families across the 
world knew that Florida was 
open to visitors following Hurri- 
cane Irma, we are able to cele- 
brate another record-breaking 
year for tourism,” Scott said in a 
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Derick Santiago of Puerto Rico trains at Lake-Sumter State College’s electric utility lineworker program. 


College trains teen to be lineworker 


By JASON RUITER 
Staff Writer 


After Hurricane Irma left his 
Puerto Rico home battered and 
without power, Derick Santiago 
packed up and left for Florida. 

But the 18-year-old would like to 
return to help keep the electric 
grid up and running. Five months 
since the storm, more than 155,000 


people in Puerto Rico are still 
without power, including his 
grandfather. 

Santiago is learning to climb 
utility poles and repair transform- 
ers in Lake-Sumter State College’s 
electric utility lneworker program 
in hopes of following his father and 
brother into a field projected for 
faster-than-average employment 
growth over the next decade. 


“My uncle found the college” 
said Santiago, who relaxes by 
playing NBA 2K on his PlayStation. 
“He told me if I have a certificate, I 
can help, so I came” 

Coming out of Lake-Sumter 
with an electric distribution 
technology certificate, Santiago 
will be able to earn about $20 an 
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Data-mining firm at center of Facebook scandal 


By EVAN HALPER 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — When 
Cambridge Analytica officials 
met GOP strategist Mike Mur- 
phy at the start of the 2016 presi- 
dential campaign, their pitch was 
slick and full of swagger — but 
after a little probing, Murphy 
found it to be full of nonsense. 


At the time, a meeting with 
Murphy was in demand. He was 
heading Right to Rise, a political 
action committee that was prac- 
tically printing money, ultimately 
raising $118 million in its unsuc- 
cessful effort to elect Jeb Bush. 
Murphy’s team concluded that 
Cambridge Analytica had noth- 
ing to offer other than hype. 

Disclosures this week that the 


firm used massive amounts of 
data from Facebook to develop 
profiles of U.S. voters to help 
Donald Trump’s campaign have 
generated a public image of 
Cambridge Analytica as devious 
masterminds of electoral ma- 
nipulation. A secretly videotaped 
interview in which the firm’s 
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Woman 
who took 
in Cruz 
speaks out 


She says she tried 
to warn authorities 


By DAVID FLESHLER 
Staff Writer 


The woman who took in 
Nikolas Cruz after his mother’s 
death broke her silence Tues- 
day afternoon, describing the 
future Parkland school shooter 
as a troubled young man who 
once put a gun to his mother’s 
head, displayed a deep attach- 
ment to military-style guns and 
engaged in behavior so fright- 
ening that her family called 911 
three times. 

Rocxanne Deschamps spoke 
at a news conference in New 
York City with her lawyer, Glo- 
ria Allred, marking the first time 
she publicly discussed what 
was happening at her home 
near Lantana when Nikolas 
Cruz and his brother Zachary 
Cruz lived with her and her 
family. 

She said she called the police, 
forbid Nikolas Cruz to have 
guns in her house and “begged” 
him to see a doctor for the de- 
pression he fell into after his 
mother’s death. 

“I did everything I could to 
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E Student shooter dies at 
Maryland high school, A10 

E Fla. pupils feel Maryland’s 
pain, Dave Hyde writes, A10 
E 2 students bring knives to 
Stoneman Douglas, A10 

E Nikolas Cruz’s brother 
trespasses, held on bond, B2 


First black commissioner in Ocoee 
sees win as riot victims’ redemption 


demption for the blood shed back in 
1920? Hope for Ocoee’s future?” 
Oliver, 51, who was sworn in 
Tuesday night, said he has tried not 
to trumpet the historical signifi- 
cance of his 41-vote win in a munici- 
pal race in which 706 ballots were 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 
Staff Writer 


George Oliver III, the first Afri- 
can-American elected to serve on 
the Ocoee City Commission, talked 
on the campaign trail about the 
west Orange city’s future. But its 


racist past was never far behind. 


“If I won, I thought, what kind of 
statement would that be?” Oliver 
recalled thinking during his bid to 


cast. 


David Porter, an African-Ameri- 
can activist who fought last year to 
have a Confederate statue removed 
from Orlando’s Lake Eola Park, is 


take the District 4 seat from incum- 


bent Joel Keller. “Would it be re- 
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THAME CHL! 
HODGE 
FOR YOUR SUPPORTI! 


—— 


STEPHEN HUDAK/STAFF 


George Oliver, the first African-American candidate elected to 
the Ocoee City Commission, was sworn in Tuesday night. 


Voices & Opinion 


@ FRONT BURNER: What do tariffs mean for U.S. economy? Al4 
@ STATE VIEWPOINT: Proposal would phase out dog racing. A15 
@ Ask Amy: Teen’s mom bears big social burden. B5 

@ GEORGE Diaz: Magic honoree T-Mac laments ‘Big 3’ miss. Cl 
@ NASCAR INSIDER: Jeff Gordon open to racing again. C2 
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What To Do Today 


A FAIRY TALE TO SING ABOUT 


Samantha Barnes Daniel, left, and Sarah Purser star in Opera Orlan- 
do’s production of Rossini’s “Cinderella” at Orlando’s Dr. Phillips 
Center for the Performing Arts. The 7:30 p.m. show features live 
music from Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra. Tickets are $39-$79 
and available at drphillipscenterorg. 


105 Transactions since 


2010 totaling $3 Billion 
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